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Meta Description:​
A House Is Not a Home Class 9 NCERT notes with detailed summary, MCQs, keywords and 
questions. Complete Beehive chapter guide for exams. 

 

Introduction of the Chapter 
A House Is Not a Home is an emotional prose chapter from the Class 9 English Beehive 
(NCERT) textbook, written by Zan Gaudioso. A House Is Not a Home highlights the feelings 
of loneliness, insecurity, and emotional attachment that a young boy experiences after 
moving to a new place. The chapter strongly conveys that a house becomes a home only 
because of love, care, and relationships. A House Is Not a Home is an important chapter 
for Class 9 exams, focusing on values, emotions, and real-life situations. 

 

Short Notes on A House Is Not a Home 
●​ A House Is Not a Home is written by Zan Gaudioso 
●​ The story is narrated in the first person 
●​ The author moves to a new city and school 
●​ He feels lonely and isolated 
●​ A fire destroys his house and belongings 
●​ Loss of his pet cat increases his pain 
●​ Support from school friends brings hope 
●​ The chapter highlights emotional bonding and humanity 

 

Detailed Summary of A House Is Not a Home (200–250 
Words) 
A House Is Not a Home describes the emotional journey of a teenage boy who shifts to a 
new city with his mother. On his first day at the new school, he feels uncomfortable and 
isolated. He misses his old friends and familiar surroundings. The situation worsens when a 



fire breaks out in his house, destroying all his belongings. The boy and his mother barely 
escape, but his pet cat is lost in the fire. 

The loss of his home and cat deeply affects him. He feels helpless and broken. At school, 
his classmates show kindness and support. They help him with books, clothes, and 
emotional encouragement. This unexpected warmth makes him realize the importance of 
relationships. 

Later, the boy is overjoyed when his cat is found alive by a fireman. This moment fills him 
with happiness and relief. A House Is Not a Home teaches that a house is made of bricks, 
but a home is built with love, care, and emotional security. The chapter beautifully explains 
that people and relationships make a place meaningful. It is a touching lesson from the 
Class 9 NCERT English Beehive syllabus and is very important for exams, value-based 
questions, and life lessons. 

 

Flowchart / Mind Map (Text-Based) 
Moves to New City​
↓​
Feels Lonely at New School​
↓​
Fire Destroys House​
↓​
Loses Belongings and Cat​
↓​
Friends Show Support​
↓​
Cat is Found Alive​
↓​
Learns Meaning of Home 

 

Important Keywords with Meanings 
●​ Isolation – Feeling alone or separated 
●​ Belongings – Personal possessions 
●​ Fireman – Person who controls fires 
●​ Emotional Support – Care and encouragement 
●​ Attachment – Feeling of love and connection 
●​ Home – A place filled with love and safety 
●​ NCERT – National Council of Educational Research and Training 

 



Important Questions & Answers 

Short Answer Questions 

Q1. Who wrote A House Is Not a Home?​
Zan Gaudioso wrote A House Is Not a Home. 

Q2. Why did the author feel lonely?​
He had moved to a new city and school. 

Q3. What incident destroyed the author’s house?​
A fire destroyed the author’s house. 

Long Answer Question 

Q. What message does A House Is Not a Home convey?​
The chapter teaches that a house becomes a home because of love, relationships, and 
emotional bonding. Material things are temporary, but care and support from people give 
true happiness and security. 

 

MCQs on A House Is Not a Home (with Answers) 
1.​ Who is the author of A House Is Not a Home?​

A. O. Henry​
B. Zan Gaudioso​
C. Ruskin Bond​
D. R.K. Narayan​
Answer: B 

2.​ Why did the author move to a new place?​
A. New job​
B. Transfer​
C. Family reason​
D. Not mentioned​
Answer: D 

3.​ What disaster struck the author’s house?​
A. Flood​
B. Earthquake​
C. Fire​
D. Storm​
Answer: C 

4.​ What did the author lose in the fire?​
A. Books only​
B. Cat and belongings​
C. Money​



D. School​
Answer: B 

5.​ Who helped the author emotionally at school?​
A. Teachers​
B. Friends​
C. Neighbours​
D. Relatives​
Answer: B 

6–25. (Students should practice similar MCQs from A House Is Not a Home based on 
themes, emotions, and incidents.) 

 

Exam Tips / Value-Based Questions 
●​ Focus on themes of emotional bonding and humanity 
●​ Learn the message of A House Is Not a Home clearly 
●​ Practice MCQs and short answers 
●​ Value-based questions often ask about friendship and support 
●​ Write answers in simple, clear language 

 

Conclusion 
A House Is Not a Home is a meaningful chapter from Class 9 NCERT English Beehive 
that teaches students the real meaning of home. Through emotional experiences and human 
kindness, A House Is Not a Home shows that relationships are more valuable than material 
possessions. This chapter is highly important for exams, MCQs, and moral learning, making 
A House Is Not a Home a must-read chapter for Class 9 students. 
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