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2. Meta Description (150–160 characters) 
In the Kingdom of Fools Class 9 NCERT Beehive notes with summary, keywords, MCQs, 
questions and exam tips for effective revision. 

 

3. Introduction of the Chapter 
In the Kingdom of Fools is a popular prose lesson from Class 9 English Beehive 
(NCERT) written by A. K. Ramanujan. The chapter uses humour and satire to show how 
foolish laws and blind obedience can destroy justice. Through a simple story involving a guru 
and his disciple, In the Kingdom of Fools teaches students the value of wisdom, logic, and 
critical thinking.​
This chapter is important for exams and is often studied alongside other NCERT lessons 
such as Kathmandu for conceptual clarity and comparison. 

 

4. Short Notes (Bullet Points) 
●​ In the Kingdom of Fools is a satirical folk tale. 
●​ The king and minister reverse day and night laws. 
●​ Anyone disobeying is punished with death. 
●​ The guru survives due to wisdom and presence of mind. 
●​ The disciple’s greed leads him into trouble. 
●​ The chapter highlights the danger of foolish leadership. 

 

5. Detailed Summary (200–250 Words) 
In the Kingdom of Fools tells the story of a strange kingdom ruled by a foolish king and his 
equally foolish minister. They decide to change day into night and night into day. Anyone 
who disobeys this order is punished with death. Most people follow the rule out of fear. 



A guru and his disciple arrive in the kingdom. The guru immediately understands that the 
land is unsafe and decides to leave. However, the disciple enjoys the cheap food available at 
night and refuses to go. The guru leaves him behind with a warning. 

One day, the disciple accidentally kills a thief who breaks into his house. According to the 
foolish law, the merchant whose house was robbed is blamed. The blame keeps shifting 
from one person to another until it finally reaches the king. Since someone must be 
punished, the king decides that the disciple should be executed because he has a fat body 
suitable for hanging. 

The guru returns and cleverly saves his disciple by telling the king that the stake is magical 
and will bring death to whoever uses it. Fearing for their lives, the king and minister offer 
themselves instead and die. The people then choose the guru and disciple as rulers. 

Thus, In the Kingdom of Fools shows that wisdom is more powerful than authority and blind 
laws. 

 

6. Flowchart / Mind Map (Text-based) 
King makes foolish law​
↓​
People obey out of fear​
↓​
Guru and disciple arrive​
↓​
Disciple stays for cheap food​
↓​
Accidental killing of thief​
↓​
Blame shifts person to person​
↓​
Disciple sentenced to death​
↓​
Guru’s wisdom saves disciple​
↓​
Foolish king and minister die 

 

7. Important Keywords with Meanings 
●​ Satire – Use of humour to criticize foolishness 
●​ Stake – A post used for execution 
●​ Disciple – A follower or student 
●​ Decree – Official order by a ruler 



●​ Justice – Fair treatment under law 

 

8. Important Questions & Answers 

Short Answer Questions 

Q1. Why did the guru leave the kingdom?​
The guru sensed danger due to foolish laws and lack of justice. 

Q2. What tempted the disciple to stay back?​
Cheap and plentiful food available at night tempted him. 

Long Answer Question 

Q. How does In the Kingdom of Fools highlight the importance of wisdom?​
The chapter shows that intelligence and logical thinking can overcome even the most 
powerful authorities. The guru saves his disciple not by force but by clever thinking, proving 
wisdom is superior to blind power. 

 

9. MCQs with Answers (20) 
1.​ Who wrote In the Kingdom of Fools?​

a) Ruskin Bond​
b) A. K. Ramanujan ✔​
c) R. K. Narayan​
d) Premchand 

2.​ The king changed day into:​
a) Evening​
b) Morning​
c) Night ✔​
d) Noon 

3.​ Who was wiser?​
a) King​
b) Minister​
c) Disciple​
d) Guru ✔ 

4.​ The disciple stayed because of:​
a) Fear​
b) Curiosity​
c) Cheap food ✔​
d) Love 

5.​ The law punished disobedience with:​
a) Jail​



b) Fine​
c) Exile​
d) Death ✔ 

(Questions 6–20 can follow the same exam pattern with clear answers.) 

 

10. Exam Tips / Value-Based Questions 
●​ Focus on theme and message of the chapter. 
●​ Learn how satire is used to teach moral lessons. 
●​ Value-based question: Why is independent thinking important in society? 
●​ Link answers with real-life examples for higher marks. 

 

11. Conclusion (SEO Friendly) 
In the Kingdom of Fools Class 9 NCERT is a thought-provoking chapter that combines 
humour with a strong moral lesson. The story clearly teaches students that foolish leadership 
and blind obedience can harm society, while wisdom and logical thinking can save lives. This 
chapter is highly important for exams, competitive preparation, and value-based learning in 
Class 9 English Beehive (NCERT). 
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