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Meta Description:​
The Duck and the Kangaroo Class 9 NCERT Beehive poem explained with summary, notes, 
keywords, MCQs, questions and answers for exams. 

 

Introduction of the Chapter 
The Duck and the Kangaroo is a humorous and imaginative poem from the Class 9 
English Beehive (NCERT) textbook, written by Edward Lear. The poem presents a playful 
conversation between a duck and a kangaroo. Through light humour and rhyme, the poet 
highlights friendship, adjustment, and mutual understanding.​
This chapter is important for exams because it combines poetic devices with a simple moral 
message, making it a frequently asked topic in Class 9 NCERT English examinations. 

 

Short Notes on The Duck and the Kangaroo 
●​ The Duck and the Kangaroo is a narrative poem in dialogue form. 
●​ The duck wishes to travel and see the world. 
●​ The kangaroo is hesitant due to practical problems. 
●​ The duck offers solutions to every objection. 
●​ The poem teaches cooperation and adaptability. 
●​ The tone is light, humorous, and imaginative. 
●​ Written in rhyming couplets for easy reading. 

 

Detailed Summary of The Duck and the Kangaroo 
(200–250 Words) 
The Duck and the Kangaroo is a delightful poem by Edward Lear that revolves around a 
friendly conversation between two animals. The duck is tired of staying in one place and 
expresses a strong desire to travel the world. Since it cannot travel far on its own, it requests 
the kangaroo to take it on a ride across different lands. 



At first, the kangaroo refuses the duck’s request. It gives several practical reasons for its 
hesitation. The kangaroo worries that the duck’s wet feet might make it uncomfortable and 
unhealthy. It is also concerned about the duck’s cold and unpleasant appearance. These 
objections show the kangaroo’s cautious nature. 

However, the duck does not give up easily. It politely responds to every concern with logical 
solutions. The duck promises to wear warm socks to keep its feet dry and a cloak to protect 
itself from the cold. It also assures the kangaroo that it has prepared in advance for the 
journey. 

Impressed by the duck’s thoughtful planning and determination, the kangaroo finally agrees. 
Both of them happily travel together, enjoying their journey.​
Thus, The Duck and the Kangaroo teaches an important lesson about friendship, 
cooperation, and the importance of adjusting for others. The poem uses humour and 
imagination to convey a meaningful message suitable for Class 9 NCERT students. 

 

Flowchart / Mind Map (Text-Based) 
Duck wants to travel​
↓​
Duck requests Kangaroo​
↓​
Kangaroo raises objections​
↓​
Duck provides solutions​
↓​
Kangaroo agrees​
↓​
Both travel happily together 

 

Important Keywords with Meanings 
●​ Web-footed: Feet shaped for swimming 
●​ Pond: A small body of still water 
●​ Objection: A reason for disagreement 
●​ Cloak: A loose outer garment 
●​ Roo-Matizoo: Imaginary land created by the poet 
●​ Imagination: Power of forming ideas in the mind 

 

Important Questions & Answers 



Short Answer Questions 

Q1. Why did the duck want to travel?​
The duck wanted to see the world and explore new places. 

Q2. Why did the kangaroo refuse initially?​
The kangaroo feared discomfort due to the duck’s wet feet and cold body. 

Long Answer Question 

Q. What message does The Duck and the Kangaroo convey?​
The poem teaches the value of cooperation, adjustment, and friendship. It shows that 
problems can be solved through understanding and willingness to compromise. 

 

MCQs on The Duck and the Kangaroo (with Answers) 
1.​ Who wrote The Duck and the Kangaroo?​

a) Robert Frost​
b) Edward Lear​
c) William Blake​
d) John Keats​
Answer: b 

2.​ What did the duck want to do?​
a) Swim​
b) Fly​
c) Travel​
d) Sleep​
Answer: c 

3.​ Why was the kangaroo worried?​
a) Duck was noisy​
b) Duck was heavy​
c) Duck had wet feet​
d) Duck was lazy​
Answer: c 

4.​ What solution did the duck offer?​
a) Shoes and coat​
b) Socks and cloak​
c) Blanket​
d) Umbrella​
Answer: b 

5.​ The poem is written in the form of:​
a) Monologue​
b) Story​
c) Dialogue​



d) Essay​
Answer: c 

(Questions 6–20 follow the same pattern and can be extended for practice.) 

 

Exam Tips / Value-Based Questions 
●​ Learn the summary of The Duck and the Kangaroo for 5-mark questions. 
●​ Focus on theme and message for value-based questions. 
●​ MCQs often test the poet’s name and moral of the poem. 
●​ Use short quotations to support long answers. 

 

Conclusion 
The Duck and the Kangaroo is an engaging and meaningful poem from the Class 9 
NCERT Beehive textbook. With its simple language, humour, and moral lesson, the poem 
helps students understand the importance of cooperation and adaptability. This chapter is 
essential for exam preparation, summaries, notes, MCQs, and concept clarity, making it 
highly relevant for Class 9 English NCERT learners. 
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