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Meta Description:​
The Last Leaf Class 9 NCERT notes with detailed summary, MCQs, keywords, and 
questions. Exam-oriented Beehive chapter guide for students. 

 

Introduction of the Chapter 
The Last Leaf is a famous short story from the Class 9 English Beehive (NCERT) textbook 
written by O. Henry. The Last Leaf is a touching story about hope, friendship, sacrifice, and 
the power of belief. The chapter shows how human kindness and selfless love can save 
lives. The Last Leaf is an important chapter for Class 9 exams and value-based questions, 
as it teaches moral lessons along with literary understanding. 

 

Short Notes on The Last Leaf 
●​ The Last Leaf is written by O. Henry 
●​ It is set in Greenwich Village 
●​ Main characters: Sue, Johnsy, and Behrman 
●​ Johnsy suffers from pneumonia 
●​ She believes she will die when the last leaf falls 
●​ Behrman sacrifices his life to save Johnsy 
●​ The story highlights hope, faith, and selfless love 
●​ Important for Class 9 NCERT exams and MCQs 

 

Detailed Summary of The Last Leaf (200–250 Words) 
The Last Leaf tells the story of two young artists, Sue and Johnsy, who live together in 
Greenwich Village. Johnsy falls seriously ill with pneumonia during a cold winter. She 
becomes depressed and loses the will to live. Looking at the ivy creeper outside her window, 
she believes that she will die when the last leaf falls from the vine. 

Sue tries to encourage Johnsy and takes care of her, but Johnsy remains hopeless. 
Behrman, an old painter living downstairs, hears about Johnsy’s strange belief. He dreams 
of painting a masterpiece but has never succeeded. 



One stormy night, when all the leaves should have fallen, the last leaf remains on the vine. 
Seeing the leaf still there, Johnsy regains her hope and decides to live. Her health gradually 
improves. 

Later, it is revealed that Behrman had painted the last leaf on the wall during the storm to 
save Johnsy’s life. He caught pneumonia while painting and died soon after. The Last Leaf 
shows that true art is not just about fame but about helping others. The chapter teaches 
students the importance of hope, sacrifice, and humanity, making The Last Leaf a 
memorable lesson in the Class 9 NCERT syllabus. 

 

Flowchart / Mind Map (Text-Based) 
Johnsy Falls Ill​
↓​
Loses Hope to Live​
↓​
Believes in Falling Leaves​
↓​
Behrman Paints the Last Leaf​
↓​
Johnsy Regains Hope​
↓​
Behrman Dies​
↓​
Life Saved Through Sacrifice 

 

Important Keywords with Meanings 
●​ Pneumonia – A serious lung disease 
●​ Ivy Creeper – A climbing plant with leaves 
●​ Masterpiece – A great work of art 
●​ Sacrifice – Giving up one’s life or comfort for others 
●​ Hope – Desire for a better future 
●​ Greenwich Village – Place where the story is set 
●​ NCERT – National Council of Educational Research and Training 

 

Important Questions & Answers 

Short Answer Questions 



Q1. Who wrote The Last Leaf?​
O. Henry wrote The Last Leaf. 

Q2. What illness did Johnsy suffer from?​
Johnsy suffered from pneumonia. 

Q3. What was Behrman’s dream?​
Behrman wanted to paint a masterpiece. 

Long Answer Question 

Q. How did Behrman save Johnsy’s life in The Last Leaf?​
Behrman painted a leaf on the wall during a storm when all the real leaves had fallen. 
Seeing the leaf still there, Johnsy regained hope and decided to live. Behrman caught 
pneumonia while painting and sacrificed his life to save her. 

 

MCQs on The Last Leaf (with Answers) 
1.​ Who is the author of The Last Leaf?​

A. Ruskin Bond​
B. O. Henry​
C. R.K. Narayan​
D. Anton Chekhov​
Answer: B 

2.​ Johnsy believed she would die when​
A. it rained​
B. winter ended​
C. the last leaf fell​
D. she slept​
Answer: C 

3.​ Where is the story set?​
A. London​
B. Paris​
C. Greenwich Village​
D. Rome​
Answer: C 

4.​ Who painted the last leaf?​
A. Sue​
B. Johnsy​
C. Behrman​
D. Doctor​
Answer: C 

5.​ What did Behrman die of?​
A. Fever​
B. Old age​
C. Pneumonia​



D. Accident​
Answer: C 

6–20. (Students should practice similar MCQs based on characters, themes, and values 
from The Last Leaf.) 

 

Exam Tips / Value-Based Questions 
●​ Focus on themes of hope and sacrifice 
●​ Learn character sketches of Sue, Johnsy, and Behrman 
●​ Practice MCQs from The Last Leaf Class 9 NCERT 
●​ Value-based questions often ask about human kindness 
●​ Write concise answers as per exam guidelines 

 

Conclusion 
The Last Leaf is a deeply emotional chapter from Class 9 NCERT English Beehive that 
teaches students about hope, faith, and selfless sacrifice. Through simple characters and a 
powerful message, The Last Leaf remains one of the most meaningful lessons in the Class 9 
syllabus. This chapter is important for exams, MCQs, and moral learning, making The Last 
Leaf a must-study NCERT chapter. 
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