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Meta Description 
The Legend of Northland Class 9 Beehive NCERT notes with summary, keywords, 
questions, MCQs, exam tips, and value-based learning. 

 

Introduction of the Chapter 
The Legend of Northland is a poem from the Class 9 English Beehive NCERT textbook. 
Written by Phoebe Cary, the poem presents a moral tale set in the cold region of Northland. 
It highlights values like kindness, generosity, and compassion through a simple story 
involving Saint Peter and a greedy woman. The chapter is important for exams due to its 
strong moral lesson and poetic elements. 

 

Short Notes: The Legend of Northland 
●​ The poem is set in a very cold place called Northland 
●​ Saint Peter visits the region disguised as a poor beggar 
●​ A woman refuses to help him despite having enough food 
●​ Her greed leads to punishment 
●​ She is turned into a woodpecker 
●​ The poem teaches the value of generosity 
●​ It emphasizes helping the needy without expectations 

 

Detailed Summary (200–250 Words) 
The Legend of Northland is a moral poem prescribed in the Class 9 Beehive NCERT 
syllabus. The poem is set in a cold region called Northland, where people live in harsh 
weather conditions. Saint Peter, one of the disciples of Jesus Christ, travels through this 
region disguised as a poor and hungry beggar. 



During his journey, Saint Peter visits a woman who is baking cakes. He asks her for a small 
piece of bread as he is very hungry. Although the woman has enough dough, she tries to 
bake smaller and smaller cakes, but each time she feels they are too large to give away. 
Eventually, she refuses to give any bread at all. 

Saint Peter becomes angry at her selfishness and greed. As punishment, he curses her and 
turns her into a woodpecker. She is forced to live in the forest, pecking at dry wood for food. 
Her clothes turn black, and she must search for food endlessly. 

The poem strongly conveys the message that greed leads to downfall, while kindness and 
generosity bring happiness. The Legend of Northland reminds students that helping others 
selflessly is a noble virtue. This chapter is frequently asked in exams for its moral value and 
literary devices. 

 

Flowchart / Mind Map (Text-Based) 
Northland​
↓​
Saint Peter travels as a beggar​
↓​
Meets a woman baking cakes​
↓​
Woman refuses to help​
↓​
Saint Peter gets angry​
↓​
Woman punished​
↓​
Turned into a woodpecker​
↓​
Moral: Greed leads to suffering 

 

Important Keywords with Meanings 
●​ Northland – A cold region mentioned in the poem 
●​ Saint Peter – A disciple of Jesus Christ 
●​ Greed – Excessive desire for more 
●​ Charity – Helping the needy 
●​ Woodpecker – A bird that pecks wood 
●​ Curse – A punishment given due to wrongdoing 

 



Important Questions & Answers 

Short Answer Questions 

Q1. Why did Saint Peter visit Northland?​
He was travelling and preaching, disguised as a beggar. 

Q2. Why was the woman punished?​
She was greedy and refused to help a hungry man. 

Long Answer Question 

Q. What moral does The Legend of Northland teach?​
The poem teaches that greed and selfishness lead to suffering, while kindness and 
generosity bring respect and peace. Helping others selflessly is an important human value. 

 

MCQs: The Legend of Northland 
1.​ Who wrote The Legend of Northland?​

a) Robert Frost​
b) Phoebe Cary​
c) W.B. Yeats​
d) John Keats​
Answer: b 

2.​ Where is the poem set?​
a) Southland​
b) England​
c) Northland​
d) Greenland​
Answer: c 

3.​ Who was Saint Peter?​
a) A king​
b) A farmer​
c) A disciple of Jesus​
d) A soldier​
Answer: c 

4.​ What was the woman baking?​
a) Bread​
b) Cakes​
c) Biscuits​
d) Pies​
Answer: b 

5.​ Why did Saint Peter curse the woman?​
a) She was rude​
b) She was lazy​



c) She was greedy​
d) She was poor​
Answer: c 

(Continue similarly up to 25–30 MCQs as needed for exams) 

 

Exam Tips / Value-Based Questions 
●​ Focus on the moral lesson of the poem 
●​ Remember the character traits of the woman 
●​ Practice MCQs and short answers 
●​ Value-based question: Why is generosity important in life? 

 

Conclusion 
The Legend of Northland from Class 9 Beehive NCERT is a simple yet powerful poem 
that teaches lifelong values. With its clear moral lesson, exam-oriented questions, and easy 
language, this chapter plays a crucial role in English literature studies. Proper revision of 
summary, keywords, and MCQs will help students score well in exams.. 
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