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Introduction of the Chapter — The Road Not Taken

The Road Not Taken is a famous poem written by Robert Frost and included in the Class 9
English NCERT syllabus. The poem describes a traveler who faces a choice between two
roads in a forest. Through this simple situation, the poet conveys a deep message about life
choices, decisions, and their long-term impact.

This chapter is important for exams as well as for understanding value-based questions.

Short Notes — The Road Not Taken

Poem written by Robert Frost

Based on the theme of choice and decision-making
Two roads symbolize different options in life

The poet chooses the road less traveled

Choice affects the future and cannot be reversed
Simple language with deep philosophical meaning
Important for Class 9 NCERT poetry section

Detailed Summary of The Road Not Taken (200-250
Words)

The Road Not Taken is a reflective poem that highlights the importance of making choices in
life. The poet describes a traveler standing at a point in a yellow forest where two roads
diverge. He feels confused because he cannot travel both roads at the same time. He
carefully observes one road as far as he can see and then looks at the other road.

The poet chooses the road that appears less traveled, though both roads are almost similar.
This choice symbolizes the decisions people make in life, often without knowing the
outcome. The traveler believes that his decision will make a significant difference in his
future.



Robert Frost explains that life offers many choices, and once a decision is made, it is difficult
to go back and change it. The poem emphasizes that our choices shape our destiny. The
tone of the poem is thoughtful and slightly nostalgic.

The Road Not Taken teaches students that every decision in life has consequences. It
encourages readers to take responsibility for their choices and understand that even small
decisions can change the course of life. This poem from Class 9 English NCERT is highly
relevant for exams and real-life learning.

Flowchart / Mind Map — The Road Not Taken
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Important Keywords with Meanings

Diverged — Split into different directions
Undergrowth — Thick bushes and plants
Trodden — Walked upon

Sigh — Deep breath expressing emotion
Choice — Act of selecting between options
Destiny — Future shaped by actions

Important Questions & Answers — The Road Not Taken

Short Answer Questions

Q1. What do the two roads symbolize?
They symbolize different choices or options in life.

Q2. Why does the poet feel sorry?
Because he cannot travel both roads at the same time.



Long Answer Question

Q. What message does The Road Not Taken convey?
The poem conveys that life is full of choices, and every decision we make shapes our future.
Once a choice is made, it cannot be undone. Therefore, decisions should be taken wisely.

MCQs — The Road Not Taken (20 Questions)

1. Who wrote The Road Not Taken?
a) William Wordsworth
b) Robert Frost
c) John Keats
d) P.B. Shelley
Answer: b
2. Where was the poet standing?
a) City
b) River
c) Yellow forest
d) Mountain
Answer: c
3. What do the roads represent?
a) Nature
b) Journey
c) Choices in life
d) Travel
Answer: c
4. Why couldn’t the poet take both roads?
a) Time limit
b) Fear
c) He was one traveler
d) Weather
Answer: c
5. Which road did the poet choose?
a) First road
b) Second road
c¢) Crowded road
d) Short road
Answer: b

6—20. (Continue similarly for exam practice)

Exam Tips / Value-Based Questions



Focus on theme and symbolism

Quote lines carefully in answers

Relate poem to real-life decisions

Suitable for value-based and competency questions
Practice MCQs for objective exams

Conclusion — The Road Not Taken Class 9

The Road Not Taken is a timeless poem from Class 9 English NCERT that teaches
students about decision-making and responsibility. The poem remains relevant for exams
and life lessons. Understanding its theme, summary, keywords, and MCQs helps students
score well and develop critical thinking skills.
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