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Introduction to Outcomes of Democracy 
The chapter Outcomes of Democracy in Class 10 Social Science evaluates what 
democracy achieves in practice. After learning about the various forms of power-sharing and 
federalism, students often ask if democracy is truly the best form of government. 

This chapter provides a yardstick to measure the performance of democratic regimes 
against non-democratic ones. It covers the political, economic, and social results we can 
reasonably expect from a democratic setup. 

 

Short Notes: Outcomes of Democracy Class 10 
●​ Dignity of the Individual: Democracy is superior to any other form of government in 

promoting the dignity and freedom of the individual. 
●​ Accountable Government: It produces a government that is accountable to the 

citizens and responsive to their needs. 
●​ Legitimate Government: Even if slow, a democratic government is the people's own 

government, making it legitimate. 
●​ Economic Growth: Historically, dictatorial regimes have shown slightly higher 

economic growth, but democracy is preferred for its other benefits. 
●​ Reduction of Inequality: Democracies are expected to reduce wealth gaps, though 

progress in this area is often slow. 
●​ Social Diversity: Democracy provides a mechanism to negotiate social differences 

and resolve conflicts peacefully. 

 

Detailed Summary of Outcomes of Democracy 
The chapter Outcomes of Democracy begins by comparing democracy with alternatives 
like dictatorship. It establishes that democracy is a better form of government because it 
promotes equality, enhances the dignity of individuals, improves the quality of 
decision-making, and provides a method to resolve conflicts. 

One of the most significant outcomes of democracy is that it ensures a transparent and 
accountable government. Citizens have the right to participate in decision-making processes 
through elections and the Right to Information (RTI). While democracy may be slower in 
decision-making due to the process of deliberation and negotiation, the decisions are often 
more acceptable to the people and more effective. 



Regarding economic outcomes, the record of democracy is mixed. Dictatorships have 
sometimes achieved higher rates of economic growth. However, economic development 
depends on several factors like population size, global situation, and cooperation from other 
countries. Democracy is not a guarantee of economic development, but it does ensure a 
more equitable distribution of opportunities. 

Finally, the chapter highlights that the most distinctive feature of democracy is that its 
examination never gets over. As people get some benefits of democracy, they ask for more 
and want to make democracy even better. The fact that people are complaining is itself a 
testimony to the success of democracy. 

 

Mind Map: Outcomes of Democracy 
●​ Political Outcomes 

○​ Accountable, Responsive, and Legitimate Government. 
○​ Transparency and Right to Information. 

●​ Economic Outcomes 
○​ Economic growth and development (Variable). 
○​ Reduction of inequality and poverty. 

●​ Social Outcomes 
○​ Accommodation of social diversity. 
○​ Dignity and freedom of citizens (Women, Dalits, Minorities). 

 

Important Keywords and Meanings 
●​ Accountable: A government that is answerable to its citizens for its decisions and 

actions. 
●​ Legitimate: A government that is elected by the people through a fair and 

transparent process. 
●​ Transparency: The right and means for citizens to examine the process of 

decision-making. 
●​ Dictatorship: A form of government where power is concentrated in the hands of a 

single leader or group. 
●​ Social Diversity: The existence of various religious, linguistic, and cultural groups 

within a society. 

 

Important Questions and Answers 
Short Answer Questions 
Q1. Why is democracy called a legitimate government? 



Ans: Democracy is called a legitimate government because it is the people's own 
government. It is based on the consent of the governed, where representatives are chosen 
through regular and free elections. 

Q2. How does democracy lead to better quality of decision-making? 

Ans: Democracy is based on the idea of deliberation and negotiation. Although this takes 
time, the involvement of many people and institutions ensures that mistakes are identified 
and the final decision is more acceptable to the public. 

Long Answer Questions 
Q1. "Democracy is better than any other form of government." Justify the statement. 

Ans: Democracy is considered superior because: 

1.​ It promotes equality among citizens. 
2.​ It enhances the dignity of the individual, especially for marginalized groups. 
3.​ It improves the quality of decision-making through discussions. 
4.​ It provides a room to correct mistakes. 
5.​ It resolves conflicts between different social groups peacefully. 

 

20 MCQs for Outcomes of Democracy 
1.​ Which form of government is considered best for individual dignity?​

(a) Dictatorship (b) Monarchy (c) Democracy (d) Military Rule 
2.​ Democracy is based on the ideas of:​

(a) Speed (b) Force (c) Deliberation and negotiation (d) Corruption 
3.​ Transparency in a democracy means:​

(a) Government hide info (b) Citizens can examine decision-making (c) No rules (d) 
Only rich can see files 

4.​ On which ground is democracy better than dictatorship?​
(a) Economic growth (b) Efficiency (c) Dignity and freedom (d) Stability 

5.​ A democratic government is:​
(a) Inefficient (b) Not responsive (c) Legitimate (d) All of these 

6.​ Which country has the highest support for democracy?​
(a) Pakistan (b) India (c) USA (d) China 

7.​ Economic growth in democracies is:​
(a) Faster than dictatorships (b) Slightly slower than dictatorships (c) Zero (d) Same 

8.​ Democracy fails to:​
(a) Hold elections (b) Eliminate poverty completely (c) Protect rights (d) Allow debate 

9.​ The "Right to Information" helps in:​
(a) Hiding corruption (b) Ensuring transparency (c) Dictatorship (d) Monarchy 

10.​What is a "Legitimate Government"?​
(a) Government elected by people (b) Military rule (c) Rule by a King (d) None 

11.​Democracy is a rule of:​
(a) Minority (b) Wealthy (c) Majority (d) Foreigners 



12.​To accommodate social diversity, democracy must:​
(a) Ignore minorities (b) Include all viewpoints (c) Follow one religion (d) Use force 

13.​The most basic outcome of democracy is:​
(a) Accountability to citizens (b) Wealth (c) Military power (d) Large population 

14.​Complaints about democracy are:​
(a) Bad for the system (b) Testimony to its success (c) Proof of failure (d) Ignored 

15.​Most democracies have a:​
(a) Constitution (b) Elections (c) Political parties (d) All of the above 

16.​In terms of economic inequality, democracies have:​
(a) Eliminated it (b) High inequalities still exist (c) No poor people (d) No rich people 

17.​Democracy stands much superior to any other form of government in:​
(a) Generating wealth (b) Promoting dignity of women (c) Fast decisions (d) 
Controlling population 

18.​Decisions in a democracy are:​
(a) Quick and forced (b) Based on norms and procedures (c) Taken by one person 
(d) Never taken 

19.​Which of these is a social outcome of democracy?​
(a) Economic growth (b) Dignity of individual (c) High GDP (d) One-party rule 

20.​Democracy is preferred because it is:​
(a) Result-oriented (b) Value-based (c) Profit-based (d) Power-based 

 

Exam Tips & Value-Based Questions 
●​ Tip 1: Focus on the comparison between Democracy and Dictatorship regarding 

economic growth versus social dignity. 
●​ Tip 2: Use the term "Legitimate, Accountable, and Responsive" as a single phrase to 

define political outcomes. 
●​ Value-Based Question: How does democracy strengthen the claim of women for 

equal status in society? 
○​ Hint: Democracy provides a legal framework and recognizes the principle of 

individual freedom, making it easier for women to wage a struggle against 
unequal treatment. 

 

Conclusion 
The outcomes of democracy show that while it may not be a magical solution to all social 
and economic problems, it is certainly better than any other alternative. It provides the 
necessary conditions for a dignified life and ensures that the government remains under the 
control of the people. Understanding the Outcomes of Democracy Class 10 chapter is 
crucial for students to become informed and responsible citizens. 

Would you like me to create a set of practice worksheets or a sample paper based on 
this chapter? 
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